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Who needs to notify USCIS of an address change?
Noncitizens* in the United States must report 

a change of address to USCIS within 10 days of moving

Most foreign nationals in the United States are obligated to notify USCIS when they change their 
U.S. residential address, including:

- Lawful permanent residents (green-card holders)
- Most nonimmigrants and their dependents, e.g., H-1B, L-1, TN, O-1, B-1/B-2
- Beneficiaries of humanitarian benefits, e.g., DACA, Temporary Protected Status, 

humanitarian parole
- Applicants for immigration benefits who are present in the United States, e.g., adjustment 

applicants
*Exceptions:  A and G visa holders, visa-exempt travelers who are in the United States for less 
than 30 days aren’t required to file a change of address notification

The change of address must be filed within 10 days of the change
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Why is it important to file 
your USCIS change of address?

It’s the law!  Keeping USCIS up-to-date with your U.S. address is an important obligation of your 
stay in the United States.  

Failing to file has serious consequences. Failure to comply with the address change notification 
requirements may affect your ability to remain in the United States and your ability to reenter the 
United States after international travel; noncompliance may also be criminally punishable as a 
misdemeanor, with a fine not to exceed $200 and/or imprisonment of not more than thirty days.

The U.S. government has recently increased its scrutiny of foreign nationals’ compliance with the 
address change requirement.  Recent changes in federal immigration enforcement policy make it more 
important than ever that you notify USCIS of an address change on time



4

How to file a USCIS change of address

There are two ways to submit a change-of-address notification to USCIS:

➢ Online through a USCIS account; or

➢ By mail, by filing USCIS Form AR-11, Alien’s Change of Address Card

Online is preferred! Filing your change of address online at the USCIS website is the 
most efficient way to:

✓ Satisfy your legal obligation to notify USCIS of  your new address; AND
✓ Promptly update your address details in the USCIS case management system.  

This is critical if  you have a pending application.

  IMPORTANT: Filing a change of address with the U.S. Postal Service does NOT change your address with USCIS!

https://myaccount.uscis.gov/sign-in
https://www.uscis.gov/ar-11
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 What is a USCIS Account?
 myUSCIS is a personalized account that you

 can create here

Creating a myUSCIS 
account allows you to:

❑ Complete a change of 
address notification

❑ Monitor your applications 
pending with USCIS

❑ Reschedule a biometrics 
appointment

Click below to watch a video 
on creating a myUSCIS 
account.

https://www.uscis.gov/file-online/how-to-create-a-uscis-online-account
https://youtu.be/gqY6NmorTtU
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What’ll you need to complete the change of address online

❑ A USCIS online account. If you do not have a USCIS online account, you will need to create one in order to submit the 
online change of address request.  If you have dependents, each family member in the United States must submit a change 
of address request. USCIS recommends each foreign national have their own online account even if they are minors.

❑ USCIS receipt numbers and access codes for any applications that are currently pending.  You can find the receipt 
number and access code on the Form I-797 filing receipt for your pending case.  Have the receipt(s) readily available when 
you start the online change of address process.  You can submit multiple receipt numbers in a single change of address.

https://myaccount.uscis.gov/create-account
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How to complete the change of address online

Once you’re ready to complete your change of address on the USCIS website –

❑ Sign into your USCIS online account 
❑ Select the tab to “Change your address”
❑ The system will walk you through four easy steps



8

The information you’ll be asked to provide during the process
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Filing a USCIS change of address by mail

 Alternatively, you can file USCIS Form AR-11, Alien Change of Address Card, by mail.  This 
form is available on the USCIS website. 

 Print, complete, sign and date the form

 Mail the original form to the USCIS address listed in the Instructions on page 2 of the form. To 
ensure that USCIS has received the form, you may want to send it by U.S. Postal Service Certified 
Mail with a Return Receipt Request.  

 

IMPORTANT: Filing Form AR-11 does not provide an automated update to your address in USCIS systems for 
applications that may be pending on your behalf.  In order to update your address for an application pending on 
your behalf, you will need to contact USCIS.

https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/ar-11.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/contactcenter


Want to know more about your immigration 
responsibilities in the United States?  

Check Fragomen’s website for important 
information on how to comply!

If you have any questions, please reach out to your 
Fragomen professional. 

https://www.fragomen.com/migrated-sitemap-pages/know-your-obligations.html
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